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FOREWORD

The AfCFTA Rules of Origin Manual is drafted in accordance with Article 42 of the Annex
2 of the Protocol on Trade in Goods.

The AfCFTA Rules of Origin Manual sets out guidelines on the operationalisation of
Annex 2 on Rules of Origin in order to accord tariff preferences to Goods that meet the
origin rules and are traded between the AfCFTA State Parties.

The Manual spells out in detail the application of the rules used in determining the
origin status of Goods, procedures of administering the rules and the institutional
framework for the implementation of the AfCFTA Rules of Origin.

This Manual aims to enable uniform interpretation and application of the AfCFTA Rules
of Origin in the State Parties, and to enable Customs of cers and other stakeholders
involved in the clearance of Goods to understand the mechanisms of according the
preferential tariff treatment to Goods traded in the AfCFTA. It is also intended to make
the traders and other stakeholders understand the procedures and requirements for
Goods to qualify under the AfCFTA trade regime.

The Manual can be used both as an operational instrument and in training of
Customs of cers, Clearing Agents, Designated Competent Authorities, government
institutions, manufacturers, traders and other stakeholders. The Manual will be
continuously updated when new additions are developed. Periodical review will also




TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS MANUAL

AfCFTA

Agreement

Approved Exporter

Certi cate of
Origin

Chapter

FOB Value

Classi ed

Consignment

Country of Origin

means the African Continental Free Trade Area
means the Agreement establishing the African
Continental Free Trade Area

means the Agreement establishing the African
Continental Free Trade Area

means an exporter who is authorised by a
Desighated Competent Authority for the purpose
of making out Origin Declarations for the purpose
of exporting Goods under the AfCFTA

means the documentary proof of origin issued by
a Designated Competent Authority, con rming
that a particular Product complies with the origin
criteria applying to preferential trade under the
Annex Protocol on Trade in Goods and in
accordance with paragraph 1(a) of Article 17 of
Annex 2

means the two-digit Chapter code used in the
nomenclature which makes up the Harmonized
System

means the price paid by the importer that
includes the costs to the port of the exporting
country

refers to the classi cation of a Product or Material
under a particular Heading or Sub-heading of the
Harmonized System;

means Products which are either sent
simultaneously from one Exporter to one
consignee or covered by a single transport
document covering their shipment from the
Exporter to the consignee or, in the absence of
such a document, by a single invoice;

means the State Party in which the Goods have
been Produced or manufactured, according to
the criteria laid down in the Annex 2




Customs Authority

Customs Value

Designated
Competent
Authority

Exporter

Ex-Works Price

Free Trade Area

Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles
(GAAPs)

means the administrative authority responsible
for administering Customs Laws in a State Party

means the value as determined in accordance
with the WTO Agreement on implementation of

Article VIl of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade 1994 (WTO Agreement on customs
valuation)

means a body or organisation designated by a
State Party to issue Certi cates of Origin

means Change in Tariff Heading

means Change in Tariff Sub-Heading

means any natural or legal person who exports
Goods to the Territory of another State Party, who
is able to prove the origin of the Goods, whether or
not that person is the manufacturer and whether
or not that person carries out the export
formalities;

means the price paid for the Product Ex-Works to
the manufacturer in the States Party in whose
undertaking the last working or processing is
carried out, provided the price includes the value
of all the Materials used minus any internal taxes
paid which are, or may be, repaid when the
Product obtained is exported

means the territories of the State Parties of the
African Continental Free Trade Area

means a framework of accounting standards,
rules and procedures de ned by the accounting
professional bodies and recognised by State
Parties with respect to the recording of revenues,
expenses, costs, assets, and liabilities, the
disclosure of information, and the preparation of
nancial statements. Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles may encompass broad
guidelines for general application, as well as
detailed standards, practices, and procedures

means both Materials and Products




Heading

Importer

Manufacture

Materials

MFEN

Non-originating
Materials

Origin Declaration

Originating
Materials

Producer

"Product"

‘Special Economic
Arrangements/
Zones"

means the four-digit Headings used in the
nomenclature which makes up the Harmonized
System (Harmonised System)

means the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System of the World Customs
Organization;

means a person located in the territory of a State
Party where Goods are imported by such a person;

means any kind of working or processing including
assembly or speci ¢ operations

means any ingredient, raw material, component or
part used in the Manufacture of a Product

means Most Favoured Nation

means Materials originating and imported from a
country other than a State Party or Materials, the
origin of which is unknown

means an appropriate statement as to the origin of
the Goods made, in connection with their
exportation by the manufacturer, Producer, supplier,
Exporter or other competent person on the
commercial invoice or any other document relating
to the Goods

means Materials which have been produced in a
State Party and meet the requirements of the
AfCFTA Rules of Origin

includes a mining, manufacturing or agricultural
enterprise or any other individual grower or
craftsman who supplies Goods for export

means the output of a manufacturing process,
even if it is intended for later use in another
manufacturing operation

means special regulatory provisions applicable in a
geographical demarcation within a State Party s
Territory where the legal, regulatory and scal and
Customs schemes, applicable to business differ,
generally in a more liberal way, from those in
application in the rest of that State Party s Territory




State Parties

means a Member States that have rati ed or
acceded to this Agreement and for which the
Agreement is in force

"‘Sub-heading"

means the six-digit code wused in the
nomenclature which makes up the Harmonized
System

Proof of Origin

means the AfCFTA Certi cate of Origin or Origin
Declaration

Territory

means the State Partys Territory including the

Third Party

territorial sea as de ned under the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS)

UNCLOS

means any country other than a State Party
means United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea

Value Added

means the difference between the Ex-Works price
of a nished Product and the Customs Value of the
Material imported from outside the State Parties
based on FOB and used in the production

Value of Materials

means the Customs Value at the time of
importation of the non-originating Materials used
based on FOB, or if this is not known and cannot be
ascertained, the rst ascertainable price paid for
the Materials in any State Party.
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